APTA Power, Signals, and Communications Technical Forum

Minutes of Meeting

Date: January 10-11, 2006

Time: 8am-4pm 

Location: Joint PSC Technical Forum & Communications Subcommittee Mtg., Los Angeles

Facilitator: Ed Rowe, Chair – Power, Signal, and Communications Technical Forum
Attendees:





Name
Organization 
Email

	Jon McDonald
	LTK
	jmcdonald@ltk.com

	Eric Schneider
	Siemens Transportation Grp
	Eric.Schneider@sts.siemens.com

	Gary Pruitt
	Arinc
	gpruitt@arinc.com

	Thomas Gibson
	DMJM Harris
	Thomas.gibson@dmjmharris.com

	Bob MacDonald
	HNTB
	rmacdonald@hntb.com

	Bob Evans
	Idaho National Labs
	Robert.evans@inl.gov

	Dave Teumim
	Teumim Technical
	Dave431@enter.net

	Gilbert Cabral
	LACMTA
	cabralg@metro.net

	Thomas Langer
	LACMTA
	langert@mta.net

	Kelvin Zon
	LACMTA
	zank@mta.net

	Ramon Virgen
	Balfour Beatty
	rvurgeb@BBRI.com

	Philip Dinets
	Balfour Beatty
	pdinets@BBRI.com

	Steve Parrott
	Lane Transit District
	Steve.parrott@ltd.org

	Ruben Madrigal
	Chicago Transit Authority
	rmadrigal@transitchicago.com

	Steve Bezner
	Burns Engineering
	sbezner@burns-group.com

	Colin Bantin
	Alcatel, TSD
	Colin.bantin@tas.alcatel.ca

	John Cipollone
	Earth Tech
	John.cipollone@earthtech.com

	Robert Doty
	Caltrain
	dotyr@samtrans.com

	Lou Sanders
	APTA
	lsanders@apta.com

	Ed Rowe
	LTK
	erowe@ltk.com

	David Turner
	Tenco
	dturner@ieee.org

	Chuck Weissman
	LA Metro
	chuck@weissman.com

	Leonid Bukhin
	LA Metro
	bukhin@metro.net

	Ben Lamoreaux
	Lamoreaux McLendon
	blamoreaux@laeng.com

	
	
	


Agenda Items:

1. Introductions

· All introduced themselves 

2. Early Comments by Lou Sanders

· Technical Committee No. 9 of the International Electro-technical Commission (IEC)

i. ANSI is looking for a person to sit on IEC Technical Committee No. 9 (Electrical Systems and Equipment for Railways).  The person would need to attend meetings and comment on IEC standards and revisions.  Interested parties need to contact Lou Sanders.

· IDEA Program

i. IDEA program is one of TCRP’s non-competitive grant programs to fund new innovations in transit.  The program won’t fund development or hardware for a specific project, but will fund new ideas that are applicable to the industry in general.  An example of such a project is the 3rd rail insulator cleaner project that was presented to PSC Technical Forum in the June 2004 meeting.  To qualify for this program, the applicant needs to partner with a transit agency.  For more details see TCRP.org

· TCRP Research Project on Agency Technology Profiles

i. One of the recent awards for TCRP grants was to develop appropriate technology profiles for agencies depending on size, station types, etc…

ii. To get going on this, APTA needs assistance in developing a list of appropriate questions to ask.  Please see Lou Sanders if you are interested in helping with this.

· Homeland Security

i. Lou mentioned recent work APTA has been doing with DHS.

3. General Session

· Papers for June APTA Rail Meeting

i. There has been a meager number of technical papers submitted for presentation at the June.  Committee members who are interested in presenting a paper need to get an abstract and title to Ed Rowe or Jon McDonald and Lou Sanders.  

· Update on Standards/Recommended Practice Development

i. Ed ask how the subcommittees were coming with development of Standards and recommended practices.
1. Steve Bezner noted the difficulty coordinating the efforts of the various standards creating bodies on traction power (IEEE, IEC, ANSI etc…).  Much discussion took place and traction power agreed to take this up in their breakout session.

2. Jon noted that comm. had one recommended practice out for comment, but they had not progressed the paper.
3. The general question came up as to whether or not PSC Technical Forum and APTA in general wanted to become a standards making body, like IEEE.  The answer was yes and that APTA was already doing this in different areas.  

4. There was much discussion at this point on the merits and procedures for developing standards and/or recommended practices.  Jon McDonald volunteered to send around APTA’s procedures and process for developing standards, which he obtained from Tom Peacock.

· NFPA 130 Update

i. Ed described an issue with the 2003 version of the NFPA 130 code which required two separate feed from two separate substations for a transit tunnel.  

1. Ed had participated in the last meeting of the NFPA 130 committee to bring this up as a concern for many agencies including NYCT and Sound Transit that cannot comply because of the local power girds.  
2. He noted that the NFPA committee was receptive to the issue and is working on a revision which would be in the 2006 code.  The revision is expected reduce the requirement to only two separate feeds.

· Inter-disciplinary Coordination

i. Ed brought up the issue of interdisciplinary coordination between systems disciplines in rail transit, between systems and mechanical and between systems and electrical. 
1. Much discussion ensued and the group agreed that something needs to be done about improving the coordination between the disciplines.  

2. Ed proposed that PSC Technical Forum develop standards on this.  

3. Jon noted that Communications has more interfaces than most disciplines and volunteered to draft a systems integration paper for further discussion.

4. TSD.org Presentation
· David Turner and John Cipollone presented what TSD.org website and what, if developed, further that website might become.  (TSD.org is the original work of Tom Sullivan, a former PSC Technical Forum member and long standing contributor to the industry).
· Jon McDonald proposed that, as the goals of both TSD and PSC Technical Forum were similar, the two websites be merged into one under the PSC Technical Forum Banner.  Some of the benefits of doing this are: 
i. Provide a home and an organization to maintain TSD, which since Tom’s death has been in caretaker status.

ii. Provide additional content to PSC which is useful and beneficial to the PSC members

iii. Provide a single focal point for industry information on PSC systems

iv. Provide a viable platform for growth for PSC website and membership

· Lou Sanders noted that some other information on TSD is the personal opinion of Tom and also some is controversial in that it provides evaluations of vendors and failure data on vendor products.  He stated that the evaluations and failure data could not be put on a website associated with APTA.  

i. Much discussion ensued about what was allowable and what was not. Or what should be combined and what not.  

· A vote was held at the end of the meeting, January 11 2006, on whether or not to combine the websites with the caveat that the PSC Chair and Vice-chairs along with David Turner et al. work to provide a plan that meets the majority of the goals of both PSC and TSD and meets APTA’s requirements.  It was noted that some of the personal content may be kept at TSD.org.
i. Vote passed unanimously. 
5. Control System Security Presentation
· Dave Teumim and Bob Evans presented an overview of Control System Security – see attached presentation.

· Jon mentioned that this topic was also brought up at the APTA Annual and it was determined at that time that this topic belonged best with the Communications Subcommittee.  The presentation was being given in the general session because of its applicability to many of the things signals and traction power do in the normal course of their work.
6. Next Meeting will be at APTA Rail, in New York, NY, June.
