APTA POWER SIGNALS & COMMUNICATIONS
TECHNICAL FORUM TORONTO, CANADA

June 3, 2007

GENERAL FORUM MEETING MINUTES

The following is a summary of the APTA Power, Signals & Communications Technical General Forum meeting conducted on June 3, 2007 at the Annual Rail Conference in Toronto Canada. In attendance were approximately 50 Forum members.  Presiding was Chairman Ed Rowe with vice chairs Bob MacDonald – Signals, Steve Bezner-power and Jon McDonald-Communications.  The following is a summary of discussions at the meeting:
I.
WEBSITE
Jon McDonald explained access to our website is psctechnicalforum.com.  Meetings and other Forum data are posted on the site.

II.
REGIONAL MEETING UPDATE
Discussion was conducted regarding the lack of attendance at the mid-year meeting.  The purpose of it is to allow local transit agency technical personal to attend and air their problems.

III.
PS&C REGIONAL MEETING LOCATION

It was determined the best way to increase attendance at the mid-year meeting is possibly have it in conjunction with the IEEE standards meetings.  This will be discussed between the Forum leadership and IEEE chairs.

IV.
STANDARDS UPDATES

(a) 
POWER

The power standards development continues to progress with several slated for voting.  To vote one must be an IEE member and register to vote with IEEE.

(b)  
COMMUNICATIONS

Communications is working on several standards.
 V.
TRB RESEARCH UPDATES

The communications 511 research project draft report is nearing completion and submission for industry review.

Lou Sanders advised that non completive small project problem statements may be submitted to TRB through mid June.  They cannot exceed $75,000.

FTA is soliciting input on candidates for study by university research projects relating to mass transit.  The meeting is to be held at the conference on Monday.

VI.  
VICE CHAIR REPORTS
Vice chair reports were abbreviated since they were discussed at the individual breakout sessions.

VII.
P,S & C BREAKOUT SESSIONS

Refer to individual reports from vice chairs for details of the meetings. 

