
APTA 

Signals Technical Forum

 Meeting Minutes

DATE: June 1, 2008    

LOCATION: Hyatt Regency, San Francisco, CA

I. CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order by Ed Rowe.

II. DISCUSSIONS

· How to Resolve Latest Signals Issues

The Forum agreed that the best methodology would be through IEEE.  The next IEEE board meetings to coordinate activities including support for additional IEEE Standards will be held at SEPTA in September. 

· Maintenance Standards 

These are being addressed through IEEE. Some of the standards have been published and others are in draft form.

· Signal Training

The first training course on dc track circuits has been issued by APTA and is available online. The next training course will encompass is an ac track circuit modules.

· Next Generation of Signal Technology

The biggest concern is obsolesce and the spiraling cost of new signal systems and sub systems.  The challenge is how to control cost.   

There is a stove pipe mentality in the industry that is looking at a micro portion of the system rather than the entire issues. This needs to be addressed by the industry possibly through a Forum sponsored by APTA.

The high cost of fuel will drive research and ultimately the need for more capacity of passenger transit systems in the United States. 

III. NEXT MEETING

We will be holding the Forum’s mid year conference in conjunction with APTA’s Annual Meeting and the IEEE OCS & Traction Power Standards meeting in San Diego in October.  It will also afford members the opportunity of attending the APTA Expo while allowing interested suppliers in making technical presentations of their latest technologies.
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